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What:        Simply Parent Conference 2018 
When:        8:15am – 5:45pm, Saturday, June 30, 2018 
Where:         Durrell Center, Colorado State University, Fort Collins CO 

 
8:15   am  Start: welcome and scene setting 
8:25   am How we relegate parental alienation to history books (Elena Bondareva, Simply Parent Director) 

We are here because we want parental alienation to stop; to become unacceptable to our society, 
and its institutions. Learn what has made similar efforts against other wrongs – drunk driving, 
bullying, or sexual assault – successful, and how we will do win against parental alienation. 

8:45   am The science of relationships (Dr. Jennifer Harman, Simply Parent Director) 
Explore the art and weaponry of the bonds between us. Power and reciprocity are two 
incompatibilities in families affected by parent alienation. Understand how dependency, roles, 
personality disorders, and trauma spice things up. 

9:10   am End the guesswork (panel: Ginger Gentile and Heidi McCarthy) 
If you’ve nearly pulled your hair out trying to understand what goes on in the mind of an alienated 
child, or how their experience in the other household contributes to their rejection, this session 
offers first-hand insight.  

10:15 am Intersectionality and ethical considerations of parental alienation (panel: Michelle Darné, 
Simply Parent Director; Cindy Stine, Sero Project; Kim Chambers) 
While parental alienation does not discriminate, hear why those already marginalized are acutely 
vulnerable, e.g. the non-biological, LGBTQ+, non-white, first-nations parents or parents living with 
disability, HIV/AIDs or a criminal record. 

10:40 am The trauma of parental alienation in rejected parents (Jane Irvine, MA LPC NCC) 
Understand what parental alienation does to the nervous system of parents battered by alienating 
behaviours and grieving the loss of their living children, and learn how to combat the trauma and, 
ultimately, heal. Presentation followed by facilitated breakout discussions. 

11:45 am How to win against the Goliath of Family Court (Margaret Olnek, JD) 
In the story, the odds were stacked against David, and yet he won. Change your perspective about 
Court and learn how you can avoid the pitfalls and win.  

12:00 pm LUNCH 
12:45 pm The Work of Byron Katie (Margaret Olnek, JD and Joy Schultz) 

An introduction to a simple yet powerful process of inquiry that teaches you to identify and 
question the thoughts that cause your suffering, so that you can be your best asset.  

1:50   pm Healing broken bonds (Karen and Nick Woodall) 
No matter how severe the alienation, there’s hope: through stories of reconciled families, learn how 
even severed bonds between parents and children can be restored.   

3:00   pm Ethics, complicity and negligence (Brian Ludmer, LLB) 
There is growing resentment of the professions and institutions that seem to benefit from parental 
alienation. Learn the checks and balances to keep them accountable. 

3:30   pm The current battles (panel: Dr. Edward Kruk, International Council on Shared Parenting; Carolyn 
MacCloud, movement against domestic violence; Cindy Stine, Sero Project; David Kalen, FAN-
PAC; Adina Lebowitz, healthcare reform; Carl Roberts, SplitSmart) 
Learn about the fights our troops are currently waging, meet the individuals behind “enemy lines,” 
and hear firsthand about the victories and what to expect next. 

4:20  pm  Changing our story (Michelle Darné, Simply Parent Founder & CEO) 
Stories are how we interact with the world, and they are so powerful they don’t have to be true. 
Understand how the words and narrative about parental alienation shape our collective 
understanding, and how we can change these stories. 

4:40  pm The battle plan (Elena Bondareva, Simply Parent Director) 
Now that you have the lay of the land and see the future we’re creating together, Simply Parent will 
share its strategic plan, programs, and what that means for you. 

5:00  pm Group reflections and wrap-up 
5:45  pm CONFERENCE ADJOURNS 

 


